
 
 

You are invited to a lecture by 
 

Ruth Behar 
 
 

Professor of Anthropology at the University of Michigan 
 
 
 
 

Searching for Jewish Cuba:  
Perils and Pleasures of Diasporic Ethnography 

 
 

4pm January 29 in the second floor atrium of Ustler Hall 
 
 
 

 
Dr. Ruth Behar was born in Havana, Cuba and grew up in New York. She is the 
author of Translated Woman: Crossing the Border with Esperanza’s Story and The 
Vulnerable Observer: Anthropology that Breaks Your Heart and editor of Bridges to 
Cuba and co-editor of Women Writing Culture. Behar is also a poet and emerging 
filmmaker, with her film “Adio Kerida.” Behar has been the recipient of a 
MacArthur Foundation award as well as a John Simon Guggenheim fellowship. 
Latina Magazine named her one of the 50 Latinas who made history in the twentieth 
century. 

 
Ruth Behar’s newest book, An Island Called Home: Returning to Jewish Cuba 
(Rutgers University Press, 2007) is an account of her journey back to Cuba in 
search of the Jewish community that might have been hers had her family stayed 
after the revolution. 

 
 
Co-sponsored by the Center for Women’s Studies and Gender Research, the Center 
for Latin American Studies, the Center for Jewish Studies, and the Department of 
Anthropology. 


