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ABSTRACT

Under British colonialism, common tropes of masculinity in India were reimagined and cast in
the mold of the British ideal. Indian society adopted characteristics of English masculinity that
exalted domination, industrial progress, and muscularity as inherently “manly.” Feminist
scholars and activists, Vandana Shiva and Arundhati Roy, have criticized the acceptance of these
external categories as a continuation of mental colonization that subjugates indigenous
knowledge and the roles of women. In my talk, | will examine contemporary billboard
advertisements of Indian concrete companies, which demonstrate the continuing presence of
these stereotypes. The advertisements exemplify an underlying equation of domination and
industrial progress with muscularity and manliness playing with visual rhetorical categories of
strength and domination.
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